310           THE BRIGAND, TA'ABBET-SHURRAN.           [x.

stand eminent three names of renown, illustrated by
records of exceptional completeness. These are Ta'ab-
bet-Shurran, Shanfara', and Soleyk, men each of whom
deserves special mention, because each represents in
himself a peculiar subdivision of the great brigand
class.

c Ta'abbet-Shurran/ or, ' He has token an evil thing
under his arm/ is the composite appellation by which
Arab story recognizes its robber-hero of predilection.
His real name was Thabit, the son of Jabir; the clan
of Fahm, to which he belonged, formed part of the
great Keys-;Eglan family, the progeny of Modar; and
accordingly of 'Most'areb, that is 'adscitious Arab/
or, in mythical phrase, of Ismaelitic, not of * 'Aarab/
* pure Arab/ or of Southern and Kahtanee origin.
The Fahm Arabs, nomade once, but tamed down by
the process of the sxms into semi-agriculturists, still,
as in the century, the fifth of our era, when Ta'abbet-
Shurran lent his sinister lustre to their name, frequent
the wild and secluded, but well-watered gorges that
lie immediately behind the mountains of Ta'if and
Aseer, south-east of Mecca, somewhat apart from the
main lines of Arab land communication ; and while
they have secured a practical independence by nominal
acquiescence in the political or religious phases of their
more powerful neighbours, scarcely bear themselves
a trace of the many influences that have again and
again remodelled the not distant capital of the Penin-
sula. A few earth villages with low yellowish walls,
a somewhat larger number of black tent-groups; here
and there a scraggy enclosure of palms, melons, and
^vetches, or a thinly verdant patch of pasture ; a fair
allowance of goats and darnels, of rock and sand be-
tween; lean dusky men in long shirts and tattered
cloaks, striped or black ; near the houses some muffled